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HE Deſign of this Diſ- 
Wl courſe is to give an In- 
ffance in one Calling, horo 
all may be improu d to the Pur- 
poſes of the beſt Underſtanding, 
Virtue, and Religion; and when 
any Scripture- Idea (as, v. . that 
of the Lamb ſlain, i. e. pre- 
ordaind to be ſlain, before the 
foundation of the world) is re- 
ferr'd to in it, the Intention is, 
not that any Circumſtance in this 
or any Calling, is, or can be, equal 
to, or the ſame: with, that Scrip- 
| - Fur G- 


ten put Pp in mind ” the other, 
to raiſe and advance the 


ſince the leſs cannot 


elevated, bleſs d, or ſandtifyd, 
but by, 0 the Greater. Hieb. 
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THE 


Path VII. — 


T hou haft put all Things in ſub effion 
under his Feet; : all Shots and 


Oxen, yea, and the Beaſts of the 
Field. 


HE Choice of this Theme 
being ſingular, obliges me 


he Method I ſhall purſue in its Execu- 
tion. My purpoſe is to diſplay the reli- 
gious Hiſtory and Uſe of the Butchers 
Calling; to obſerve what Conſiderations 
= offer 


— 


to prepare you for a pro- 
per Entertainment of it, by 
a Sketch of my Deſign, and 
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offer in Scripture, and Learning, to the 
advantage of it, by the particular notice 
taken of what relates to it in the Bible, 
and other Authors; where the Nature 
and Courſe of the Subject would be 
broken, by an immediate Application of 
it at large in the Thread of the reſpec- 
tive Articles, to dwell longer upon the 
practical Turn in the Cennet ; > to 

vindicate it from Objections commonly 
urg d; and to plan the Theology of this 
Vocation. As it is a new Attempt, it 
pleads for a favourable Attention; and 
the paſſing no Judgment on any Branch, 
till the Whole be candidly ballanc'd and 
conſider d. 

We are under the Tye of a Divine 
Command to do all Things for the Glory 
of God, and the leaſt promiſing may be 
Exalted to a ſacred Uſe : By the Hand of 
an All-wiſe Providence every Station of 
Man is diſpos'd, from the Throne to the 
Cottage; each is well order'd, and beau- 
tiful in its ſeaſon; the ſmalleſt has its 
part in the Occonomy of the Creation; 
its Task to promote the Happineſs of 
Mankind; to ſanctify, to ennoble itſelf 
by a religious Improvement, and advance, 
in its proper rank, the Honour of the 


Great King, the bleſſed and aut Po- 
zentate, 


„ 


3 By the ſovereign Eye of that Heaven- 


ly Watchman, who never fleeps, the 


Hairs of our Head are number d, and 
not a Sparrow falls to the ground with- 
out our Father. Every Vocation of Man, 
every Incident of Life, and Nature, made, 


appointed, and directed by ſupreme Wiſ 


dom, is ſo far from being an Obje& of 
Contempt, and total Unconeern, that it 


is for that reaſon Important and Inftruc- _ 


tive. What we underſtand the leaſt, and 
are inclin'd the moſt to deſpiſe, is fre- 
_ quently the moſt valuable and ſignificant. 
Men and Chriſtians, of all Claſſes, are 
Brethren, and upon the level, in the 
Rights of Nature and Religion: The 
Humility and Croſs of Chriſt were to 
the 7e and the Greek Folly and Of- 
fence; but to the Call'd, the Power and 
Counſel of God. This teaches all to 
examine what Dignity there may be in 
the moſt inferior Situation; Ne that 
lifteth up himſelf, ſhall be abaſed; and 
he only that humbleth himſelf, ſhall in 


the fight of God, and good Spirits, (the 


true Teſt of Eminence and Worth) 6e 
exalted. | 

- My Text is the Motto of the Socicty 
for which this Diſcourſe is calculated ; 
David in this Pſalm enhances the Ma- 
jeſty, and Excellency of the Divine Attri- 


„„ butes, 


— 


(+). 
butes, by comparing them with the low 
Eſtate of Mankind: He intimates, that 
there cannot be ſo great a difference be- 
tween one Man and another, as there is 
between the higheſt of Men, and the 
moſt high Gop: and that ſince the All- 
glorious Jehovah, the firſt of Beings, has 
inveſted a Creature ſo infinitely bencath 
him with Privileges, in ſome reſpects, 
little lower than the Angels; and in o- 
thers, ſuperior; (for the Son of God took 
not on him the Nature of Angels, but the 
Seed of Abraham; therefore all in ge- 
neral ought to proclaim and adore the 
divine Condeſcenſion, and mutually ex- 
preſs the ſame, provoking to Love and 
zo good Works, in honour preferring one 
another. 

Among the Advantages indulg'd to 
the Sons "of Men, by the Clemency of 
the Father of the Spirits of all Fleſh, Da- 
vid places an allotted Dominion over the 
Works of his Hands; that he put all 
things in ſubjection under his Feet ; all 
Sheep and Oxen, yea, and the Beaſts of 
the Field. | 
If the reference made to any Calling 
in the Book of God, entitles it to a re- 
gard proportionable to the Weight and 
Frequency of that Reference, thisx requires 
a Conſideration equal to the Number and 

Value 


6 
Value of ſuch Articles, and is a Motive 
more ſolid than any other that can be ſug- 
geſted to give it a rational Turn, and a 
pious Application. 72 8 

Is there a more auguſt Idea than that of 
the Lamb ſlain before the Foundation of the 
World ? Send back a devout Eye into the 
boſom of Eternity, before the Ox knew his 
Maſter's Crib, or the mute Animal ſought 
his Meat from God, and there view in 
the Divine Mind, the World of original 
Light, and eſſential Truth, the future 
Sacrifice of Man, led as a Lamb tothe 
Slaughter, and dumb as a Sheep before 
the 5 hearer, meek and lowly ; bruisd and 
wounded for our Tranſgreſſions; yielding 
his bleſſed Countenance, repleniſh'd with 
Holy Innocence, full of . Grace and 
Truth, to the Smiter, and his Cheeks to 
thoſe, that pulled off the Hair; and 
bleeding on the Tree of Malediction for us: 
What can match the native Grandeur of 
that Thought, proper to inſpire a pre- 
vailing Awe of God, ſo wonderful in his 
Decrees, a Horror at Sin, the Source of 
all Deſtruction and Miſery; Humility 
to the Proud, Compunction to the Har- 
dend, and Humane Sentiments, ſoft 


Manners to the Barbarous and the 
Brutal? | 


On 


"48 6 ) 

On this turns he everlaſting Door of 
Divine Revelation; the predeſtin'd Blood 
of this immortal Victim, the Lamb of 

God, is the Scarlet Thread of the Old 
and New Teſtament, like that of Rahab, 
faving us for Canaan: This was figur d 
under the Veil of Moſes by killing the Sa- 
crifices; and when the great Sacrifice was 
flain, the Centre and Conſummation of 
all, on the Altar of Golgotha, then it was 

' fmiſhd; awful was the Myſtery of Godli- 
_ neſs; the Crimſon Sins of Man, the loft 
Sheep, became white as Wool, by the 
Death of the good Shepherd ; and the 
Veil of the Temple was rent, to admit all 
into the Sanctuary by his Atonement, 
which was better than the Blood of Bulls 
and Goats, or that of righteous Abel. 

The original Charter of this Calling is 
feal'd and regiſter'd in the Book of God, 15 
Gen. I. 28. Have Dominion over every 

, Luving thing that movethupon the Earth; 
repleniſh it, and ſubdue it. This is an ex- 
[ _ | pre Commiſſion of Life and Dcath over 
i the Creatures from the high Creator; to 
| ſubdue, is to deſtroy, if Self. Preſetvation 
requir' d it. This is ratify'd, Ger. Ix. 5. 

At the Hand of every Beaſt will I require 
the Life of Man. So Exod. xx1..28. if 
: an Ox gore any Man, he ſhall be ſton d. In 
1 Leviticus, there is a 255 that the 38 
1 giſtrat 


« 7 a 
oiſtrate ſhall kill any Beaſt which has lane 
this Violence ; and in our Law, it is a 


Deodand, forfeit to God and the King. 


As yet to the Beaſt of the Earth, the green 
Herb, the Graſs, was allow'd for Food, 

v. 30. To Man, the Fruits of Trees like- 
wiſe, v. 29. It is a Miſtake, that it was 
then a Sin to deſtroy living Creatures, in 
the Uſe of Food, for there is not a Leaf 
of a Tree, a Blade of Graſs, nor a Fruit, 
that does not abound with living Inhabi- 
rants without number, as Microſcopes in- 


form us: ſo that if the killing of Animals 


was at firſt ſinful, it was ſinful to eat the 
Fruits and Herbs, peopled with Animals, 
which were the primary Allowance, and 


therefore the other was not ſimply unlaw-· 


ful. So that the Pyihagorean Philoſo- 
phers of old, the Eſſenes, any of the an- 
tient and modern Religious, Monks and 
Hermits, and others, who may have ab- 
ſtain d from Fleſh, on the Principle of the 
Sin of putting an Animal to death, have 
been deceiv'd ; for none can ſubſiſt on 
Milk, Water, Fruits or Herbs, without 
devouring Thouſands of living Creatures. 
The reaſon that killing of Animals for 


Food was not poſitively commiſſion d in 


terms at the Creation, was becauſe the 


firſt Conſtitution of Man and of the Earth, 


correſpondent to each other, made it 
need- 


(3). 


needleſs ; had it been neceſſary, it would 


have been expreſs'd. There might have 


been ſomething particular in the Frame of 
Man, and in the Paradiſiacal State, that 
might render a vegetable Food more na- 
tural. As Nature was then in her prime 
Vigour and Bloom, as it had undergone 
none of thoſe irregular Ferments, Changes 
and Shocks, which have ſince diſturb'd 
it, the firſt Produce, the Virgin Growth 


of a Field, which the Lord had bleſſed, 


and which the Dew of Heaven cnrich'd, 
might be moſt ſuitable. 


On the Diſobedience of n the 


Curſe on the Earth muſt likewiſe be a 


Curſe on the Beaſt that fed upon it. The 


Serpent is ſaid, Gen. iii. to be curſed a- 
bove all Cattle, which ſeem'd to imply 
an Anathema on the other Cattle alſo, 
by aggravating that of the Serpent. St. 
Paul ſpeaks of the whole Creation groan- 
ing and travailing in pain until now, look- 
ing N for the Reſtitution; which ſome have 


interpreted the revival of the firſt happy 


natural State, from the preſent Diſorder, 
Miſery, and Imperfection that attend it. 
Milton has deſcrib'd anAlteration in the 
Temper and Actions of Creatures, on the 
Fall; that in Paradiſe, Mildneſs, Inno- 


cence, and Harmony prevail d; and on 
the 


\ 


| (9) 
the Lapſe of g Savageneſs, Prey, ind 
Rapine appeared. 

We are inform'd, Gen. iii. 21. that 
the Lord made Coats of Skins for our 
firſt Parents, after it had been recorded, 
1 ii. 20. that Adam exerciſed: his firſt 

ct of Pre-eminence over the Creatures, 
ving Names to them, Lev. vii. 

The Prieſt that offereth a Burnt- 
frog ſball 755 to himſelf the Skin 
of 2. The Ordinance of Sacrifices was 
certainly more ancient than that of Abel; 
for in his, Gen. iv. it is ſaid, that in pro- 
ceſs of time he brought of the Eirſtlings 
of his Flock, or at the uſual time, the 
time appointed, as the Original, at he 
end of the Days, imports; which infers 
the Practice before: and the Text of Le- 
viticus above- quoted, compar d with theſe 
in Genęſis, lead us to place here the In- 
ſtitution of Sacrifices, of whoſe Skins 
God made the Apparel of Adam: as the 
Prieſt was to have the Skins of the Burnt- 
offerings : Adam and the Patriarchs 
being Prieſts in their Families. The Death 
of the Beaſt ſacrificd was to commute 
for the Death of the Offender ; Death 
being the Wages of Sin. Hence there 
neyer was an inſtituted Religion without 
a formal ſolemn Sacrifice, except the Ma- 
hometan; and that commands a Sacri- 
B fice 


(10) 
fice of the Lives of Men, on ſeveral oc- 
caſions, to appeaſe the Wrath of God: 
they have likewiſe a Ceremony of ſlay- 
ing a Camel, and diſtributing his Parts 


in ſome places of the Eaſt, at certain Sea- 


ſons: tho Mahomet's not commanding 
a formal Sacrifice is an Inconſiſtency, for 
he pretends to derive his Religion from 


Tſhmael, whoſe Father Abraham prac- 
tis d and enjoin d the Rite of Sacrificing z 
and a reaſon of no Form of this kind in 


his Syſtem, was, that every Mahometan 
is bound ro deyote his own Blood, per- 
ſonally, to propagate his Religion, and 


he directs other Ranſoms and Atone- 


ments of Sin. It is important, that an 
Unbeliever in the Bible, and reveal'd Re- 


ligion, cannot juſtify killing a Beaſt for 


ordinary Food, or Phyfic : "natural Rea- 
ſon and Juſtice extend no farther than 
the doing it for Self-preſervation ; which 
is a forfciture of their Lives, when they 


would endanger our own. Without the 
Warrant of the Divine Proprietor of all 


things, Man could have no abſolute right 
to give pain and death to a Creature for 
his bulfenarice, becauſe that is attainable 
by other Methods. A good Man is mer- 
crful to his Beaſt, ſays Solomon; there- 
fore there is a Mercy, and ute to 
other Creatures; and to hurt or Kill them, 

with- 
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| without a right for it, (which only their 


invading our Safety, or God, the Maker, 
can give) is an Act of Injuſtice, and mo- 


rally evil, as to deſtroy Creatures in mere 


diverſion or rage is immoral. The Per- 
ſons of this Calling ought to adhere firm- 
ly and reverently to their Bibles, to their 
Religion, becauſe there only they hold 
their Charter, which no Infidel can have 
a Plea to partake of. 

In this Authority to uſe the Beaſts for 


Food, the eating of Blood is forbidden. 


This was likewiſe prohibited by the Law 
of Moſes ; Lev. wii. 13. it is command- 
ed, that if a Beaſt or a Fowl be caught 
in hunting, the Blood thereof fhall be 
pour d out. It is remark d as a Sin of 
the Iſraelites, to eat with the Blood; 
1 Fam. Xiv. 32. and Ezek. xxxiii. 25; 
And Ats xv. 20. To abſtain from Blood, 
and things ſtrangled, (becauie they did 
not diſcharge the Blood;) is one of 
thoſe neceſſary Things which the A- 
poſtles ſtill continu'd as Duties on Fews 
and Gentiles. In the primitive Times, 
it was a common Trial of a Chriſtian, 
whether he would eat Blood; Euſebius 
tells us, /. 5. c. 1. of Biblis, a Martyr, 
confeſling the unlawfulneſs of it. 
Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, 


Minutius F. _ Origen, Cyril of Feru- 
B 2 


ſalem, 
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alem, and Chryſoſtom, with a Cloud of 
other Witneſſes, ſpeak of this as a Chri- 
ſtian Law : ſo the Canons of the Apoſtles, 
and the Councils, as of Gangra, Conſtan- 
tinople, Orleans, Rohan, Worms, one in 
England, and the Greek Church to this 
day. The Scripture-Reaſon, is, that the 


Blood is the Life; thoſe aſſign d by Phy- 


ſicians, Philoſophers, Divines, and Church- 


Hiſtorians, are, that the Blood is unwhole- 


ſome, tends to inflame and brutalize the 
Spirit, and was commonly eaten by the 
Gentiles, as the Scythians are reported 
by Clement of 1 to have rank 
the Blood of their Horſes. 

Chriſt, (Who himſelf eat no 1 ac- 
cording to the Law,) aſſures us, that his 
Blood is Drink indeed. It may ſeem a 
Paradox in Chriſtianity that this is allow d, 
when other Blood is excepted. But the 
other was excepted, that the Attention 
might be entirely turn'd on the Blood 


of our Redeemer, to inſtru& us, Hat is 


our Life, and that the Blood of Beafts 
is no Ranſom, but thro' His; that the 
Life of Man, and of Beaſt, for Man, as 
a Subſtitute, being the Mulct of Sin, Man 
had no property in the Blood, and it was 
of no force, but with an Eye to that of 
the Lamb, which therefore only could be 
us d; as ſpiritual Suſtenance. Perſons of 

| | this 
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this Calling are therefore aſſiduouſſy to: 


contemplate, devoutly to communicate 
in the Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt, and 
penitently acknowledge the Judgment 
due to Sin in the Pain and Mortality of 
the Creatures flain by them. 


Sen. vii. 2. We find the Diſtinction 


of clean and unclean Beaſts, that is, pro- 
per or not for Food and Sacrifice, before 


the Law God ſpeaks of it to Noah as a 


known Difference, ſo that it was not 
commenc d by the Law of Moſes. The 


Reaſons of this Difference lie in the 


Cuſtoms of the ſeveral Nations at the 
Juncture of the Revelation. Abram was of 
Chaldea; his Deſcendents, the eus, 
liv d at ſeveral Periods among the Canaa- 
mites or Phenzcians, the Egyptians, the 
Babylonians, Afſprians, and in other 
Countries, from each of which they took a 
T incture of their various Cuſtoms: We find 
in prophane Hiſtorians and Philoſophers 
of the Eaſt, Greece, and Rome, that the 
Eating of ſome Creatures was unlawful, 
in the antient Syſtems of Paganiſm. 
Thus they were forbidden to eat the 
Fleſh of any four-footed Creature, that 
did not cleave the Hoof, and chew the 
Cud, like the Cow, and the Sheep. 
You ſee, Levit. ii. that the Fleſh of 
Swine, Hares, and others, are prohibited 


them. 
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them. Levit. iii. it is made unlawful! 
for them to cat the Fat of the Sacrifice, 


that being appropriated to the Lord; or 


the Hind - quarter of a Beaſt, from Gen. 
xxxii. where the Foundation of that is 
explain'd, on. the Angel's Wreſtling with 
Facob, Exod. xxiii. 19. They are cau- 
tion'd not to ſeethe a Kid or Lamb, in 
his Mother's Milk. The Fews under- 
ſtand this of all Creatures, and all Milk 
whatever; therefore they uſe Fleſh and 
Milk Diet in diſtin& Veſſels, and with a 
conſiderable Interval of Time between 
them : But the true Senſe of that Law 
was, not to kill any Creature, till it was 
wean d. The Apoſtle, Col. ii. 20, 21. 
puts an End to all theſe Ordinances; it 
renders this Calling the more conſiderable, 
that ſo great a Nicety was once required 
in it under the Law of Moſes, The Sta- 


 Futes of the Lord are right, his Teſtt- 
mmony is ſure. Ecclus. xxxix. 16. We are 


inſtructed, all the Works of the Lord are 
excceding good, and whatſoever he com- 


mandeth ſhall be executed in due Seaſon ; - 


and none may ſay, what is this, where- 
fore is that? for in Time convenient, 
they ſhall all be ſought out: All the 
Works of the Lord are good, and he will 


give every needful thing in due Seaſon ; 


ſo that a Man cannot ſay, this is worſe 
than 


rs. ) 


than that, for in Time they ſhall all be 


well -approvd. The. Jews have large 


Books written about the Cuſtoms and _ 
Ceremonies of their Butchers, as to emit- 


ting the Blood, and diſtinguiſhing the un- 
clean: There is one Summary of them, 
which they of this Calling among them. 
are oblig'd to read over once a Week, 
the firſt Year, that they are to take Let- 
ters Teſtimonial from their Prieſt or Rab- 
bin, certifying that the Perſon is capable 
of his Office, and that they may ſafely 
eat what is killd by him; the ſecond 
Year, they are to read that Book once a 
Month, and four Times a Year, during 
the reſt of their Lives. They eat with 
no Utenſils, Veſſels, nor Preparation, 


but their own, for fear of Pollution, in 


any place whatever: If there be a Break 


in a Knife-edge ; or any Blemiſh, within 


the Creature, or without; a Bone. broke 
in a certain Limb declar'd by the Rab- 
bins, a Part containing Blood not to be 


let out, or the Creature died of itſelf, it 


is to be diſpos'd of to others, and is un- 
clean. jo 
The. Uſe that is to be made of this 
ceremonial Exactneſs in that People, is, 
to look upon every Circumſtance of our 
Chriſtian Law as important, . and the 
more weighty, ſince it is diſincumber d of 
9 85 theſe 
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theſe Scruples 3 and to be tender of ob⸗ 
ſerving the Will of God, in the moſt mi- 
nute Articles relating to the Purity of the 
Soul, and the Integrity of our Dealings 
and Converſation, of which the Ordi- 
nances of the outward Law were Types 
and Shadows. 

There is a curious Poitit, bn this Sub- 
| ject, not uſually conſider d, tho familiar 

in Speech and Repreſentation The Doc- 
trine and Sacred Hiſtory of the Rtv 
Cow, or Heifer, Numb. xix. 2. St, Paul. 
Heb. ix. 13. refers to it; the Aſhes of 
an Heifer, ſprinkling the Unclean. 

The Jewiſb Doctors place a very ſub- 
lime Myſtery in this Statute ; they tell us, 
that when Moſes went np into the 
Mount, God was contemplating that Sec- 
tion of the Law which relates to the Red 
Heifer ; and that God revyeal'd the Senſe 
of it to Moſes, and ro others made it a 
Statute without expounding it; that So- 
lomon did not comprehend the Meaning 
of it; that this is one of the four things 
oppos'd by corrupt Reaſon, the Law of 
the Stranger, the Brother's Wife, the 
Scape-Goat, and the Red-Cow : That all 
their Elders, and Fore-fathers, could not 
enough admire nor penetrate the Signi- 
fication of it, and that the Tenth Red 

E Heifer 


(i) 

Heise is to be lain in the Days of che 
Meſſiahy and none after *. 

If you compare many of the Particu? 
| lore of this Ordinance, you will find it 
Prophetic of our Bleſſed Saviour, and the 
Chriſtian Religion. It was to be middle- 
aged, our Lord being ſo at his Paſſion: 
Perfectly Red, as Chriſt is deſcrib'd, Re- 
Vel. xix. 13. to be cloath'd in a Veſture 
dipt in Blood; anſwering 1/2. Ixiii. 1. 
Red in his Apparel, with dyd Gar- 
ments, like him that treadeth in the 
Wine-fat : It was to be without Blemiſh, 
as he without Sin, to preſent the Church 
without Spot; it was to be one that had 
never bore the Yoke, as our Lord had 
not the Burden of his own Guilt, and 
had no Yoke put upon him, but freely 
offer d himſelf for our Ranſom ; it was 
to be ſlain without the Camp, as Chriſt was 
ſacrific d without the City: It was to 
be bound on the Pile of Wood, as 
Chriſt was faſten d to the Croſs; the 
Blood of it was to be ſprinkled ſeven 
Times towards the Tabernacle; as 
Chriſt's Redemption is to operate till the 
Period of the ſeven Angels, the ſeven 
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—— Hackſpan's Notes on the Book Nitcchon, p- Jo. 

1 Bechai, Chanina. a 5 

2 Vials, 
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(18) 
Vials, and ſeven Seals is - 4ccompliſh'd ; 
Rev. xvi. 1. Ie as to be given at the 
Charge of all the People, as Chrift was 
crucify d by Jews and Gentiles: it was 


to be burnt, as Without Chriſt, Hell was 
the Doom of revolted Man; the Aſhes 
of it were to he mix d with pure Water, 
for ſanctifying the Unclean, as in the Sa- 
crament, the Water bears witneſs with 
the Blood to our Atonement. . 

It is an Honour to this Calling, chat 
the moſt conſiderable Types of Chriſt are 
founded upon Alluſions to it; this of the 


red Heifer, all ' Sacrifices, and the Paſchal 


Lamb. The Application of this Thought 
is to raiſe the Mind from ſuch Objects 
of Senſe to things above, and purify our- 
ſelves from dead Works, by the Merits of 
our Saviour, to follow him into the hea- 
veal Sanctuary. ; 

Ihe Cherubim, plac d to guard the Way 


f the Tree of: Life, and ſhadowing the 


ercy-ſeat, in theT abernacle'and Tem- 


and mention d in Ezekzel's Viſion, 


84 x. are literally, Oxen; Gehenna, x 
Type of Hell- fire, Matth. v. is taken from 
the Valley of Hinnom, near Feruſalem, 
where the Bodies of dead Cattle were caſt, 
and burnt; in Heaven, Rev. iv. 6, 9. St. 
John deſeribes four Beaſts, like Ezekiel 8 
Cherubim, giuing Glory and Honour to 


him that ' ſat upon rhe Throne; Paradiſe, 


Hell- 


EFT 
Hellfire, the Joys of Heaven, Objects of 
the moſt ſacred Meditation, Motives of 
the moſt correct anddeyout Converſe, are 
impreſs'd on the Mind, in the inſpir d vo. 
lumes, the higheſt Things by the higheſt 
Authority, under Images that occur fre- 
quently, ſome daily, in the Exeraſe ot 
this Calling. | 
The Cafe of Meats forbidden aivdas 
the Goſpel, is to be reſolv'd according 
to the Progreſs and Stages of the evan- 
gelical Diſpenſation. Chriſt declat᷑ d, that 
not what goeth into, but what cometh 
out of the Man, defileth him, Mar- 
them xv. 20. This was ſpoke of the 
Phariſees teaching for Doctrines of clean 
and unclean the Commandments of Men; 
that is, adding their Rules about them 
to the Law of Moſes : he aſſerted his 
Right from God, however, to diſpenſe 
with that Law, as in regard to the Sab- 
bath; and accordingly, tho he appointed 
little on this Head, before his death, be- 
cauſe his Spirit was to lead the Apoſtles 
into all truth, and be with them to the 
end of the world; after his Reſurrection, 
the Holy Ghoſt, in the Acts, inform d Pe- 
ter, ina Viſion, that wo Creature was un- 
clean, commanding him to kill and eat, 
and the Apoſtles only forbad to eat things 


offer'd to Idols (beſides Blood and things © 


ſtrangled, Acts xv. 20.) becauſe the ſame 
C2 Per- 


(25 3 
petcons were not to partake of the Tub ; 
"of God, and the Table of Devils, 1 Cor. x. 
21. And where many were perplex'd and 
ſcrupulous, whether any Meat' had been 
offer d to, or deſign'd for idolatrous Sa- 
crifices, St. Paul decides the doubt, and 
eaſes the Conſciences of Believers, by a 
Caution only not to give juſt Offence to 
Others, nor to eat what they knew, what 
was notoriouſly for Idols; and in other 
reſpects, to uſe what occur d indifferent- 
ly, asking no' Queſtion for Conſcience 
ſake, only whether they eat or drank, to 
dio all to the Glory of God. As St. Paul 
has commanded us fo ſtand faſt in the 
Liberty, wherewith Chriſt has made us 
Free, and not be entangled again with the 
Toke of Bondage; Gal. v. 1. no Chriſtians 
can now enjoin their Brethren to ab- 
: ſtain from certain Meats ; for every Crea- 
ure of God is good, if uſed with Sobrie. 
y and Thankſgiving. | 

It reflects an Honour to this Calling, 
| that the Objects of it are ſo often men- 
tion d in the Scripture as Inſtruments of 
the Providence, Bleſſing, or Vengeance 
of the Moſt High. It is thought worthy 
a diſtin& notice, that Abraham was rich. 
in Cattle, and Flocks, and Herds, and 
that his Servant dreſs d a Calf for the 
three Strangers, Gen. xviii. 6. This thc 
Apoſtle makes an Inducement to Hoſpi- 
tality 


— 


— 


q 21) 
tality, (a Virtue that was fambus in this 
Iſland,) Heb: xiii. 2. for thereby ſome 

have entertain'd Mabel, Ss UNAWares. _ 
The Holy Ghoſt, the Inditer of the 
Scripture, eſteem'd it worthy a particular 
Obſervation, that the ſavoury Meat en- 
gaged the Bleſſing to Jacob; to inſtru 
us, that God conveys his Diſpenſations 
to us by what Circumſtances he thinks 
proper: The Holy Ghoſt remarks, that 
the largeſt Portion was ſet before Ben- 
jamin zz Egypt, to teach us, that we ſhould 
ſtudy to make ourſelves acceptable to 
God, in order to ſecure an improving 
Share in his fayour : The Holy Ghoſt ob- 
ſerves, 1 Sam. ix. 24. that the Prophet 
order'd the Shoulder to be ſet before Saul, 
before he made him 8 as an Em- 
blem, in the Style of the Bible, that the 
Government was to be upon his Shoulder. 
The Holy Ghoſt remarks the daily Provi- 
ſion of Solomon, thirty Oxen, a hundred 
Sheep, beſides other Articles, greater than 
that of any European Monarch in a 
Week; and 22000 Oren offer d at one 
Sacrifice ; 1 Kings iv. 22. 2 Chron. vii. 5. 
The Haly Ghoſt thought it worth notice 
in the Bible, Judg. xv. 1. Luke xv. 29, 
c. that a Kid was the moſt uſual Treat, 
and has ſhewn in a variety of places, the 
manner of ordering the ancient Meals, 
the Bread, the Proviſion, the Rejoicings 


at 


—— 


F 
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at as. the Hour of dining at Noo oon 
the Matter and Form of che l Tables; the 
Place of Honour; the Cuſtom of chuſing 

a King, or Ruler of the Feaſt, mention 4 
in the Goſpel; and at large, Zcclus. xxxii. 
1. the Bleſſing or Grace; the Men and 
Women cating a- part, Eh. i. and other 
Texts. Theſe and the like points repea- 


ted in the Bible; are deſign d to ſhew all 


Men, er there is not loge even the 
lings thit, ought 2 960 to 9 turn 'd ſome 
Way, to a religious Uſe and Conſideration. 
The Ring ſtreak Cattle of Jacob, 
Hen. XXX. 3.5; is recorded as a Proof of 
his yelljudg'd Philoſophy,” and God's 
Bleſſing upon it; he, and all the Patri- 
.archs, dealing in Cattle by all Methods 
and Oircumſtances. 
When God promis d the cus the Land 


of Canaan, the Expreſſion he choſe to 
influence their Duty and Gratitude was, 


that they ſhould eat the Fat of the Land; 
and that-is the Idea of Fieny and Riches, 


Iſa xxv. 6..2 Kings iv. 38. | A Prophet, 


 Eliſhah, the third, next to Moſes" in Dig- 
nity, did not think it below him to bid 
his Servant to ſet on the great Pot, and 
ſeethe Pottage, or boil Meat, for the Sons 
F the Prophets. God ſets before his 
People the temporal Bleſſings they ſhould 


enjoy, on their Picty : He allures them to 


Good- 


(as) 


Gobdneſs; under a Parable af the Boat of 


Wifdom, in the verbs; toRepentance; 
by the Parable of rhe farred Calf to the 
returning Prodigal to embrace the G. 
ſpel, by the Parable of he Nuptiul Faß; 
to Perſeverance in Virtue, 2 a promiſe 
that they ſball fit down with hip Patri- 
archs in the Kingdom of Heaven, and be 
Gueſts ar the e upper ef the 


Lamb. Theſe age to Wich may be 


added, ſome ef the Creatures tliat are re- 


preſented as the four Enſigns of the Evan-- 


geliſts, and the Birth of Chrilt himſelf in 
an Ox's:Stall, at Bethlebem, do honour 
to this Calling, and what the Spirit of 
God obſerves is cntitled to the en of 
his Worſhippers. . 2k, INN. 4 
Homer is aden: d by 1 polite World, 
as the Father of poetic Wit; and he de- 
ſcribes his Heroes killing and Preparing 
their own Proviſion, —topafay, KI Se- 
pey 3 he is particular on the reception gi- 
ven by Eumeus to Ulyſſes ; and the like 
Circumſtances in his Poems, look d upon 
as the Model of Nature and fine Writing. 
This affords a double Leſſon; one, that the 
Perſons of this Calling ſhould not ſuffer it 


to make their Thoughts and Manners un- 


poliſh d; and another, that ſo long as Ho- 
mer is part of the elegant World, they have 
his Warrant to- cultiyate the ſame Preten- 
ſion. Virgil. imitates his Maſter Homer on 

this 


(24) 
this Topic, eſpecially in his Georgicks ; ; 
the whole Boar on a Roman Table is a 
Common-place in many of their Poets: 
and the paſtoral Life and Character of the 
firſt Princes and great Men, deſcrib'd in 
the Claſlicks, make this not inconſiderable. | 


For an account of the Beaſts mention'd 
in Scripture, Bochart is to be conſulted ; . 
to deal in them is no reproach, for an Aſs 
is once deſcrib'd to ſpeak more wiſely than 
aDiviner ; and /Z/op, in diſplaying the 
Manners and Adventures of Mankind un- 
der thoſe of other Creatures, inſtructs us, 
that the difference lies chiefly in our own 
Improvement of our Nature and Faculties. 
For there are Brutes and Savages among 
Men; and he that is in honour without. 
Underſtanding, is com * 'd with the 
Beaſts that periſh. God himſelf threatens 
to correct q Sins of Men id Beaſts, 
as one of his Inſtruments : and he promiſes, 
that when a Man does well, the Beaſts of 
the Field ſhall be at peace with him. Thus 
Horace makes Integrity a Defence againſt 
the Fierceneſs of Beaſts, in his Integer Vitæ. 
Ihe Prophets ſhadow out the future Peace 
and Happineſs of the Church by theſe Fi- 
gures, that then the Child ſhall play with 
the Lion, and the Tyger and the Kid ſhall 
couch together reſembling a Line in a Paſ- 
toral of Virgil to Pollio. David informs 


us, that God feedeth the Young Rav avens 2 
call 
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H a him, 48 Pp pr ”M e 
40 | ky * 1 785 ear 70 Elij ah; to con- 
the uſual Ad- 3 
1d forſake! us: Ke ſays, I 
ons Foaring after their Prey, 
heir Meat from God, to Five. ü ts 
a 1080 e of. that Proyidenc NEG - 
that preſerves, According t to ib, Scrij ture 
Or fours a'S: Anker. on Man. and Wy anc 
can Hurt or ſerye us each Moment in this, 
and eycry Article of our dependent Being. 
n The Objections, the Topicks of Leſſen- 
ing. and Diſgrace, incident to this Callins; 
are ecither ill -founded, or beat <qually hard 
ro others. That it is mean, is 4 Miſtake; 
InCe, Was this Body to unite and ſerve one 
another, On Maxims of the like Policy, 
and F idelüty as Others, it miglit be as con- 
ſiderable; FP no Corporation of Trade or 
Commerce, that ſupplics the Neceſſi itics, 
and Comfort; of Humane Lite, | is mean or 
deſpicable, eſpecially if We conſider, that 
the meaneſt Trades have been the Original a 
of many eminent Perſons and Families. 
I hat it inſpites Cruelty and Roughneſs 
of Behaviour, is either falſe, as particularly, 
when the Droy crs are miſtaken to be of 
this Profeſſion, and. their Misbehaviour 
imputed to them; or elſe a Miſuſe of this 
Calling, among others, which might and 
ought to be more rcaſonably apply” J. We 
do not hear, or read of more Inſtances of 
Barbatity i in this Calling than others ; an 
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that they do not. ſerve upon Juries: Nor 


626 


a Proof that it does not in itſelf tend to In- 
humanity, is, that killing a Beaſt for the 


Uſe of Man is no Act of Cruelty ; if it be 
cruel to kill it, it is the ſame to eat it, as 


the Receiver and the Thief are Terms equi- 


valent; it is a Divine Charter as old as 
facrificing, which began with Adam, and 
before him, in the Lamb Jain before the 
Foundation of the World, e er yet the Gar- 
den was planted; and Abram, the Pa- 
triarchs, and other Examples in the Old 
Teſtament, who ſlew their own Cattle for 


common Uſe, as well as Sacrifice, take off 


from this Employ the Imputation of Cru- 


elty. What therefore is not cruel, cannot 


tend to a Spirit of Cruelty : If you would 
find Inſtruments of Cruelty, look on thoſe 
Butchers, or rather, thoſe Bulls of Baſan, 
who murder the Bodies and Lives, the For- 
tunes and Reputations, the Properties, the 
F amilies, and the Souls of Men; there 
view the real Scenes of Cruelty, and let 
antient and modern Hiſtory, and Politicks, 
Wars, Proſecutions, and Executions anſwer 
this Accuſation. Scandal, Injuſtice, Op- 
preſſion, Violence, is that Butchery, which 
only can blacken, and be effectually perni- 
cious to Mankind: The Devil was ſuch a 


Murderer from the Beginning; and the 
like are all, «who go about, ſeeking whom 


they may devour. 
It is objected by ſome to this Calling, 


do 
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do the Clergy, Phyſicians, Apothecaries,, 
and many others; for this may be an Ex- 
emption, a Privilege, not a Diminution ; 
and one Reaſon of this Appointment may 
be, that it is not their Office to be Butch- 
ers of Men, like ſome others, but of Beaſts, 
only. It is plain, that this Calling is eſ- 
teem d by the Law, and the Conftitution, 
becauſe the whole of both is preſerv'd in 
writing, upon the Skins of Cattle. 

This Calling inſtructs Men not to be bru- 
tal, by daily ſnewing them how Brutes are 
ſuffer d to be treated; it inſtructs them to 


be religious, by daily ſetting before them 


that Death, which is the Puniſhment of 


Sin; it ſhould i inure them to have Bowels 


of Mercy, by teaching them in the Pain 
and Death of other Creatures how God zs 
long-ſuffering to themſelves, and has ſpared 
them, while they were in their Blood, as 
the Scripture ſpeaks, that is, in their 
Wickedneſs, before him, that is For- 
bearance might lead them to Repentance. 

There is a Morality in every Particular of 
this Calling, like Jampſon's Riddle, Out 
of the Eater came forth Meat, and out of 


the ſtrong Seweerneſs ; that Charity to the 


Poor, and mutnal Love and Kindneſs 
ſhould accompany our Uſe of God's Crea- 
tures, ſending Portions to thoſe for whom 
nothing is provided; and reflecting with 


the wiſe Man, that better is a Dinner of 


Herbs, where Love is, than a ſtalled Ox, 
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1 Hatred thertwith.” "That the Worlt 
is the Lord's," and the Putneſs thereof; 
chat a/l The Bedjſts of the Foreſt are his, and 
6 are the Cittle on 4 Thouſand Hille; 
that Men ſhould offer to God Thankſoi- 
bung e their Vous to the moſt High, 


who has daf d, that he %% ot car the 
Fleſh of Butts, nor driul the Blood of. 
Gb, bat ti him that ordereth his Con- 
a aright will he ſpew! his Sabua* 
Hun 

It hourly * Alarms Men to feat Rinn, who 
Gt kill both Body and Soul in 1 Hell; that, 
70 be*  carnally e is Dearh, bit is 


be eiu minded is Life and Peace: 


that they ought to avoid the Sin of Mel, 
in Jonging after the Fleſh-pots bf Egypt, 


pang + a Deſire of committing former 
ni 


Iniquities; Beware of the Injuftice of Eli's 

| Sons, who feiz d rapaciouſly the Portion, 

rhat was not their Right ; the raſh ungo- 

vern'd Heart of N alt hand Sar, who 
was driven among the Beaſts for his cri- 

minal Hardneſs and Preſumption ; and eſ- 


pecially to beware of the Name and Image 


7 the Beaſt, declard in the Revelations 
repugnant to the Image of God, the Seal 

of Humane Bliſs and Perfection. | 
It reminds Men that, fince without 
ſbiedding of Blood there is no Remiſſion, 
they are to lay hold on the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt, - and that no Excuſes, like that of 
buying 4 Toke of Oxen in the Goſpel, will 
juſtify 


K e 
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-aftificin the Sight of God he Nogletiof 
his Worſhip, and their gyn Duty is: that! 


not the Calverafithe Lins only, bus then 
Heart, is the Offering of God that, tho! 


it is the Lot of Man Zo go fort te his Lyn: 


bour, and to his Work, until the Evgnings; 


he is not to labour ſo much for the Hens 
that periſheth, as for that which endures: 


7g paws Life that whe Gare of ithe 


Immortal Soul, (which returns ta 


that gave it, while the Spirit of a Beaſh: 


aeth. downward ' 70: the Earth): is the; 
ee Part, the ane thing neadfuls and: 
Preparation for Death is the true Eon. = 
den of Life. 4 121¹ 


The Holy Day of Reſt from al Wortdly 


» Labour is One ſacred Seaſon: for that De. 


votion'; which L would exhort all Perſons; 
of this Calling to dedicate to the imme 
diate Service of God, andi the Intereſt of 


the Soul; and: not cut off the Bleſſings of 
Heaven on the enſuing Week, by viola- 


ting the ſeventh Day in the Affairs of their 
uſual Vacation ;hearkening to the great: 
Law-giver, Te ſhall keep my Sabbaths, and, 
reuerence my Sanctuary: Fam the Lord. 
I ſhall here only e that the bright- 
ot and moſt eminent Stations in Church 
and State have been fill'd by che Sons and 
Kindred of Perſons of this Calling: One 
of them, in particular, was the Founder 
of Whitehall, and Chriſt-Church in Ox- 


Ford, and a Patron of Hoſpitality and 
n Mech 1 bY We An- 
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